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On the occasion of Düsseldorf Photo Weekend 2017 the imai foundation presents four contributions with a focus on photography from its video art collection. The exhibition is held in the upper floor of the NRW-Forum. 

Maria Vedder’s video Blues for an Unknokown Photographer (original title: Blues für einen unbekannten Fotografen, 1987) and Róbert Olawuyi’s media art installation flickr.comment (2009) place the photo camera within the image. While Vedder playfully mounts her camera in front of dark drapes in a typical studio environment, Olawuyi makes a Polaroid camera talk (and rant) about photography. The levity of the music heard in Vedder’s video seems to contradict the work title. Yet, here too, the question that hangs in the air is from which point on glamorous photographic superficiality will result in melancholia. Róbert Olawuyi turns to the online photo platform Flickr to sustain an entire flood of projected images. The accompanying critical comments about photography as a type of addiction are from a text by Thomas Bernhard and are read by the artist Jürgen Klauke. 

A fixed camera captures the Hong Kong cityscape in Lukas Marxt’s video Black Rain White Scars (2014). It is as if we were looking at a photographic snapshot. Still, the scene changes – very gradually and almost indiscernibly – as the poetic power of a thunder storm is visually and aurally superimposed over the man-made urban architecture.  In his short film The Boarder (original title: Die Grenze, 1999) Thomas Kutschker uses a few hundred photographs of the Berlin Wall made by the Border Troops of the German Democratic Republic for documentation purposes. The montage of the succession of these black and white photos creates a minimalist filmic sequence accompanied only by a formal voice which reads out the brief archival notes about the geographical origins of the photographs and their register numbers. 

The imai foundation is situated within the NRW-Forum and maintains a vast archive of video art spanning from the 1970s to this day. imai is committed to preservation, distribution and communication of this art form and is about to found a Video Lounge in the NRW-Forum.
 
