

Galerie Franz Swetec is pleased to participate in the Düsseldorf Photo Weekend with a presentation of a selection of photographs by Erika Kiffl. The exhibition titled Augenblicke, Einblicke, Lichtblicke (Moments, Insights, Ray of Hope) provides an overview of the Düsseldorf-based photographer’s artistic work since 1964. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Erika Kiffl (b. 1939 in Carlsbad, in today’s Czech Republic) has been the chronicler of the Düsseldorf art scene since the 1960s. She settled in Düsseldorf at an early age and studied Graphic Art in Krefeld, as well as Commercial Art at the Düsseldorf Academy of Art, deciding after various jobs in the advertising and fashion business to dedicate herself to art photography. 

After fleeing from Czechoslovakia in 1946, Erika Kiffl spent her childhood in Austria (through 1951). In 1979 and 1980, she returned here and visited, among others, the artists Arnulf Rainer and Hermann Nitsch in their studios.
Numerous travels also brought the committed photographer to Poland during the time of the Solidarity movement. Her photos of the preparations for the Dialog exhibitions in Düsseldorf in 1989 and in Warsaw in 1990 convey the impression of the lively exchange that took place between German and Polish artists.

In 1995, Erika Kiffl produced a comprehensive series of photos of young artists in China, who had been invited to the planned but ultimately never realised China Today festival, that was to take place in Munich in 1996. In retrospect, photos from the studios of Ai Weiwei, Zeng Fanzhi, and Jiang Jie thus give a face to the aborted exhibition.

‘Erika Kiffl goes with her camera to the places where art is created. She describes her photographs as “works in progress”.’ (Anne Rodler, Curator, Museum Kunstpalast, Düsseldorf). Her photographic work is dedicated to the places, people, and events of the art scene. She has accompanied activities in the Academy of Art, as well as exhibitions in the former Kunstpalast. She photographed artists such as Gotthard Graubner, Gerhard Hoehme, Gerhard Richter, Ulrike Rosenbach, and Günther Uecker in their studios long before they became famous. 

‘The works of Erika Kiffl are deliberately art documentation in the dual sense of the term: They are documentation of art, as well as documentation as art. These images are food for thought, for example on the relationship between the private and the public, as well as between people, art, space, and staging. At the same time, they help the uninvolved to gain insight into that life which is inseparably connected to art.’  (Beat Wismer, Director General, Museum Kunstpalast)

Erika Kiffl is one of the initiators of the AFORK archives founded in the Museum Kunstpalast in 2003 and substantially supported by the State Capital of Düsseldorf and the Art Foundation of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia. 

